
 

Journal Entries 
 

ENTC 1510 is designed to help university freshmen navigate this brave new world 
you have entered. As such, it’s not a memorize and regurgitate kind of class; I 
want to know how you are experiencing and responding to the new academic, 
social, domestic, and financial challenges you will undoubtedly be facing over the 
semester. I also want to give you an opportunity to process the information (from 
readings, discussions, guest speakers) you receive in this class and apply it to your 
own experiences.  
 
ENTC 1510 is also designated by the university as a writing intensive class. For 
these reasons, a large portion of your grade (30%) will be based on journal entries 
on assigned topics. These papers must be submitted via the D2L dropbox before 
midnight on the day they are due (usually Saturday). My advice: get them done 
early.  
 
The key to writing successful journal entries is getting over the idea that you need 
to write what your instructor wants to hear. Be bold, articulate your own opinions 
and provide evidence and support for them, and narrate your own unique 
experiences. I want to see evidence of your thought process and to see that you 
can organize and structure your writing in such a way that a reader can follow it. I 
don’t very much care whether you agree with our assigned readings and 
discussions. I care about how you grapple with the content and see it fitting (or 
not fitting) with your own experiences and perspectives.  
 
Make sure your journal entries follow these guidelines:  
*One full, typed page—one-inch margins, double-spaced, 12pt Times New Roman 
font  
*Your Name and brief title should be in the upper right corner and single-spaced  
*Include specific information from your text, guest speakers, and class discussions 
as applicable.  
*Show that you have applied (and hopefully begun to master) the writing skills 

we have discussed in class up to that point in the semester. 


